Three gifts given to Jesus : Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 
(By Jo Villis)
The simplest meaning behind the gifts is that the wise men bought items which represented the greatest worth. All of the items were rare, precious and expensive. They gave their best in honour to the One they believed to be the King, the Messiah. 

TASK 1: If you were able to give Jesus 3 gifts, what would you give?

The wise men gave items which were local to their home area – Saudi Arabia. 
TASK 2: Use an atlas to find Arabia on the world map. Name 4 countries that are close to Saudi Arabia.

The Lord welcomes us to give to Him what is available to us. Unfortunately in our society today most of what we give each other comes from shops, through a catalogue or over the internet. 

There are many people who would admit that it’s really special when they receive something that has been made by the person who has given it to them. For example, my Gran used to knit coat hanger covers and give us three for our birthday. She also used to make us a tin of almond bread every year for Christmas.  My Gran died two years ago but her giving has continued in our family. Now, each year at Christmas time my sister bakes each of us a tin of almond bread. 

TASK 3: Can you think of a special gift that someone made for you or a gift that you made for someone else? 
TASK 4: List the people in your family and think of a gift that you could make to give them for Christmas this year.
The gifts that the wise men gave Jesus were also part of their worship. They bowed down before Him, and they offered Him gifts. Together the three gifts represent the roles of Jesus the Massiah.

His kingly office is represented by gold,

His divinity (godhood) by frankincense,

And His manhood by myrrh.

Why is gold special?
1. Gold is scarce and it is dug from the earth. 

2. Gold is ‘warmly’ beautiful.

3. Gold is enduring, and can withstand all natural acids and even fire.

4. Gold is adaptable for shaping and can  be readily added with other metals. 

Task 5: Draw a concept or mind map below about gold. You might like to create a concept map using https://bubbl.us/ 
Why was frankincense special?
Frankincense was a very costly and fragrant (nice smelling) gum from a tree that is found in Persia, India and Arabia. It is a white resin or gum, and is obtained by slitting the bark of the “Arbor Thurisform”, and allowing the gum to flow out.

Areas where Arbor Thurisform can be found:
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An Arbor Thurisform tree:
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Tapping gum from the tree:
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The word frankincense actually means ‘whiteness’, referring to the white coloured juice that flows out of the wound in the tree. This gum hardens for three months, and is gathered at the end of summer, and sold in the form of ‘tears’, or clumps of hardened resin. When it is burned it is highly fragrant.  It was also used as medicine and as a perfume.  

Why was Myrrh special?

Myrrh is an aromatic gum produced from a thorn-bush that grew in Arabia and Ethiopia, and was obtained from a tree in the same manner as frankincense. The name of the tree from which myrrh is taken is called ‘balsamodendron myrrha’. It is a thorny tree that can grow from eight to ten feet high. When myrrh oozes from the wounded shrub it is pale yellow in colour at first, but as it hardens, it changes to dark red or even black in colour. 
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For many of the ancients, myrrh was considered to be a favourite perfume, said to keep its fragrance for several hundred years when kept in an alabaster pot. Myrrh also had medicinal qualities, sometimes mingled with wine to form a drink.
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TASK 6: Name 2 similarities and 2 differences between frankincense and myrrh.

